
BIRD MUSCLES  -  Identify as many of the muscle illustrated below that you can find 
on your birds 
 

 
 
 
 



DISSECTION OF THE THORACIC AND VISCERAL CAVITIES 
     Use the bird skeleton in lab as a guide to the position of bones that you will encounter 
when opening up the thorax and abdominal cavities.  Using scissors make a medial cut 
from the inferior (caudal) border of the sternum to a point just short of the vent.  Make 
sure you are cutting through the muscle only.  
     To open the thorax use your scissors to carefully cut on both sides of the keel of the 
sternum.  Spread the ribs and cut them as dorsally as possible. 
     Remove the skin of the throat to reveal the crop, trachea and esophagus. 
 
RESPIRATORY SYSTEM  - Identify as many of the structures illustrated below that 
you can find on your birds.  

 
 



RESPIRATORY SYSTEM ORGANS 
 
1.  The Trachea is an air conducting tube reinforced with cartilage rings.  As it nears the 
lungs the trachea splits into two simpler appearing bronchi.  The point of division is 
called the syrinx.  The syrinx acts as a sound production valve as air passes through it. 
 
2.  Each Bronchus serves to deliver air to the lungs on one side of the body. 
 
3.  The Lungs are the principle organs or respiration.  This is where gas exchange takes 
place between the air and the blood. 
 
4.  The Air Sacs serve several purposes.  The act as reservoirs of air from the initial 
inhalation.  This ensures a continuous flow of air through the lungs (rather than in and out 
like in mammal lungs).  The air sacs also act as an internal cooling system, and they 
reduce the weight of the body for flight. 
 
THE DIGESTIVE SYSTEM  -  Identify as many of the structures below as you can on 
your bird. 

                            
 


