
The Digestive System Organs 
 
1.  The Esophagus transports the food from the mouth to the crop.  The esophagus can be 
located by gently moving the trachea to one side. 
 
2.  The Crop is the double sac or swelling used to store food prior to the stomach.  In 
doves and pigeons the crop is also the source of "pigeon milk", a semifluid fed to the 
young. 
 
3.  The Proventriculus is the anterior portion of the stomach.  It is lined with glands that 
secrete gastric juice (acid and protein digesting enzymes). 
 
4.  The Ventriculus (Gizzard) is the posterior portion of the stomach.  It is a muscular 
organ that grinds up seeds and grains.  Often the bird will swallow small stones to aid in 
this process. 
 
5.  The Liver is the largest organ in the bird.  It is divided into two lobes. 
 
6.  The Gall Bladder is surrounded by the liver and can't be seen in the bird without 
major dissection. 
 
7.  Two Bile Ducts can be found running from the liver to the pancreas. 
 
8.  The Pancreas is found within the U shaped curve of the duodenum. 
 
9.  The Jejunum is the first segment of the small intestine after the duodenum. 
 
10.  The Ileum is the last portion of the small intestine (just before it empties into the 
colon (near the colic caeca). 
 
11.  The Colic Caeca are two small blind end pouches at the junction between the small 
and large intestine.  Some bacterial decomposition of fibrous foods takes place here. 
 
12.  The Colon (Large Intestine) empties into the cloaca. 
 
THE RENAL SYSTEM 
 
1.  The Kidneys are paired tri-lobed organs located caudal to the ovary and testes.  They 
are quite large in size and easy to find.  Do not remove them. 
 
2.  The Ureters can be seen running between the kidneys and the cloaca.  These very thin 
tubes pass urine into the cloaca where it mixes with excretory waste from the digestive 
system and exits through the vent. 
 
 
 



The Male Reproductive System  -  be able to identify the structures listed below (at the 
bottom of the page) 
 

 
 
Male Reproductive System Organs 
 
1.  The Testes and located ventral to the kidneys.  They are paired and bean-shaped 
organs that vary in size relative to the breeding season.  Post-breeding males have small 
testes.  They produce the male gametes (sperm) and the male hormones. 
 
2.  The Ductus deferens runs between the testes and the cloaca.  It is wavy in appearance  
and  runs close to the ureter.  Sperm is conducted in this tube from the testes to the 
cloaca. 
 



The Female Reproductive System  -  be able to identify the structures listed below (at 
the bottom of the page) 
 

 
 
The Female Reproductive System Organs 
 
1.  The Ovary is where egg production occurs.  In birds only the left side ovary develops.  
This leads to reduction in weight for flight.  The ovaries look like a cluster of small 
spheres, and is often overlooked.   
 
2.  The Oviduct is the tube extending from the vicinity of the ovary to the cloaca.  The 
ova passes through this tube on the way to the cloaca.   The last quarter of the oviduct 
functions as the shell gland. 
 


