Additional Assignment Short Descriptions: This page explains the assignments in brief so that you may choose which you would like to do.  Assignments are worth a total of 25 points each.  Some activities have extra credit points.  

 

Elk Trip Drive to the Jewell meadows (roughly an hour west of Portland) and view the winter herd of elk.  This assignment is worth 30 points (5 points extra credit plus the normal 25).

1.      Visit the web site for information and directions: Jewell
2.      There are several parking areas—if you don’t see the elk in the first area drive to the others.

3.      Sometimes the elk are in fields off of Beneke Creek Road.  Drive north on Beneke Creek Road where Beneke Creek Road crosses highway 202.

4.      Bring a camera and take a picture of yourself at the elk fields so I can verify your visit. (15 pts)

5.      Make a normal field log entry.  

6.      Add to your field log two interesting things you learned about the elk (from the information at Jewell Meadows or other sources—not from our book, please) (10)

7.      Turn your field log in to me for grading. (5)

 

Sea Lion and Seals Trip  Drive to the coast and see seals or sea lions. This assignment is worth 30 points (5 points extra credit plus the normal 25).

 

1.                  On the north Oregon Coast sea lions will congregate on the docks.  Drive to one of the towns to see, photograph and identify the sea lions (occasionally seals).  Pier 39 in Astoria is one of many places to see them.

2.                  Bring a camera and take a picture of the sea lions and you at the docks so I can verify your visit.  (15 pts)

3.                  Make a normal field log entry.  

4.                  Add to your field log two interesting things you learned about the animals you saw (from any sources other than our book, please) (10 pts)

5.                  Turn your field log in to me for grading. (5)

 
White-tailed deer at Julia Butler Hansen Refuge This assignment is worth 30 points (5 points extra credit plus the normal 25).

 

1.                  Drive to the Julia Butler Hansen National Wildlife Refuge

2.                  Bring a camera and take a picture of you at the refuge so I can verify your visit. (15 pts)

3.                  Make a normal field log entry.  

4.                  Include in your field log two interesting things you learned about the endangered  Columbia white-tailed deer (from any sources other than our book, please) (10 pts)

5.                  Turn your field log in to me for grading. (5)

 

Video: Blackfish (Stream on Netflix):  Documentary showing the effects of captivity on the psychological health of Orcas.  (25 points)


1.      Take notes on the video as you would take notes in class.  At the end include a paragraph 
(minimum) statement of your opinion on holding orcas in captivity.  Turn your 
notes in 
to me for grading.  


2.      Points will be awarded based on the accuracy and detail of your notes
Video: Wolverine – Chasing the Phantom (Nature – PBS; DVD in library)


1.      Take notes on the video as you would take notes in class.  At the end include a paragraph 
(minimum) statement of your opinion on holding orcas in captivity.  Turn your 
notes in 
to me for grading.  


2.      Points will be awarded based on the accuracy and detail of your notes
Video: Saving Otter 501 (Nature – PBS; DVD in library)


1.      Take notes on the video as you would take notes in class.  At the end include a paragraph 
(minimum) statement of your opinion on holding orcas in captivity.  Turn your 
notes in 
to me for grading.  


2.      Points will be awarded based on the accuracy and detail of your notes
Article: Brining Them Back to Life  This article is from National Geographic, April 2013, and is linked below.  It explores the possibilities and ramifications of cloning extinct or endangered organisms.
1.                 Read the article.  http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2013/04/125-species-revival/zimmer-text  by Karl Zimmer
2.                 Type a full page summary of the article and give it to me for 25 points.  I am interested in both the information presented by the expert (the author or the person in the video etc.) but I’m also interested in your opinion.  As you write your summary, be sure to share your opinion as well as that of the expert’s.

 

Article: A Fist in the Eye of God  This article is on my website or you may read it in the Aug-Sept 2002 Mother Earth News magazine.  This article discusses genetic engineering (manipulating genes for benefit to humans) but also emphasizes the benefits of natural relationships between animals and plants.

1.      Read the article.  Barbara Kingsolver on Genetic Engineering, A Fist in the Eye of God 

2.      Type a full page summary of the article and give it to me for 25 points.  I am interested in both the information presented by the expert (the author or the person in the video etc.) but I’m also interested in your opinion.  As you write your summary, be sure to share your opinion as well as that of the expert’s.

  

 

 

 

