Course Syllabus
BIOL 140 
Mammals of the Pacific Northwest
Fall 2017
Course Information
BIOL 140: Mammals of the Pacific Northwest
Section A, 3 credits
SBG 324 T/TH 3-4:20 
Prerequisites: None

Instructor Information:
Philip D. Jones, PhD.
Email address: pjones@clark.edu
Office: SBG363
[bookmark: _GoBack]Office Hours: T/Th 9:30-10:00am or after class. It would be best to contact me to make an appointment.  Drop-ins at any time are welcome.
Website: http://philipdarrenjones.com 

Reading materials (required): 
Wildlife of the Pacific Northwest by David Moskowitz

Highly recommended (If you can find it):  Mammals of Washington and Oregon by Tamara Eder


Course Description: 
This course is an introduction to important mammals of the Pacific Northwest.  This class teaches about mammals and also uses mammals as a vehicle to learn about more general concepts in science.  We will be covering a range of topics including life histories, identification, distribution and current status of a wide variety of mammalian species that occur in our region.  Tied to those topics will be information about evolution, adaptations, ecology, conservation, animal physiology and other general scientific concepts.  We also attempt to see as many mammals as possible.  Students are encouraged to share their sightings of mammals with the rest of the class.  In addition to seeing live animals, we will use preserved animals, photographs and animal specimens as learning tools.
By the end of this class, students should be able to identify many of our Northwest mammals and appreciate some of their life histories at an individual species level as well as at the broader mammalian level.

To maximize your success in this class you will need to do the following:
· Take good lecture notes—most of your information will come from lecture so taking notes is important.  It is not intended that you write everything shown in the lecture presentation, but instead listen and take note of what I emphasize in lecture.
· Rewrite notes as soon as possible after class.  This practice will help facilitate memorization. 
· Do the class readings (from the text to augment lectures and from the electronic reserves).  
· Study effectively for tests by answering the online questions, reviewing notes, reviewing animal specimens (pictures, skulls, specimens etc.)
· Be able to answer questions that are more sophisticated than factual recall questions.  For example, I want students to become facile answering what-if questions, inferences and defend-the position questions among others.  Those kinds of questions require higher-level thinking that can be an invaluable accomplishment in your college career.  This equates to application of your new knowledge.

Student learning outcomes:
Clark College has identified key abilities that it wants students to acquire through their education.  Similarly, the science department has identified education requirements that are important to the sciences.  Below is shown how this class will address the goals of the college, the science department and of the Biology 140 class.

In addition to learning specific mammal subject matter, Clark College has identified six campus-wide Student Learning Outcomes or Abilities that form the foundation of our educational emphasis: 1) critical thinking/problem solving, 2) information/technology, 3) communication, 4) life-long learning, 5) effective citizenship, and 6) global/multicultural awareness.  Although we will involve aspects of all of these abilities during the quarter, I will specifically promote critical thinking, information and communication (through class discussions, small group discussions, reading assignments, and mammal observations). 

Natural Science Education Outcomes:
I.  Apply fundamental principles and relationships from the natural sciences to solve problems.

II.  Evaluate claims about the natural world using scientific methodology.

Course Outcomes: 

	NW Mammals Learning Outcomes
	Natural Science Education Outcomes
	Means of Assessment

	Identify NW mammals with common name, and scientific name using binomial nomenclature.    

	Application of principles to solve problems
	Identification section of exams

	Characterize the behaviors, traits, habitat, and the unique physiology (where applicable) of mammals of the Pacific NW.
	Demonstrate comprehension of natural sciences.
	Written section of exams

	Obtain information about NW mammals.  Evaluation of the application of the scientific method in a peer reviewed journal article.   
	Acquire scientific information from appropriate sources.
Communicate science concepts and issues.  
	Peer review paper research 





Course policies: 
Attendance: Since most of your material for this class comes from lecture, missing class means you miss information and much of that cannot be recovered from reading a book.  Consequently, I like to emphasize the importance of regular attendance to my students.

Dropping this Class: Students will be allowed to drop a class, without instructor signature, through the seventh week of the quarter.  Students who drop after the 10th day of the quarter receive a 'W' grade on their transcript, which does not affect their GPA. No drops will be allowed after the seventh week. 

Missed Tests: There will be no makeup tests. Check the exam dates with your calendar.  If you have conflicts on test days, you may want to reconsider taking this class since the tests can’t be rescheduled.  I reserve the right to develop an alternative grading strategy in the event of extreme personal circumstances.  If class is canceled for any reason, scheduled activities will be take place at the next class meeting.

Missed and Late Assignments:  If you are absent for a lecture, you are still responsible for any assignments made during the class. If class is canceled for any reason, then assignments will be collected at the next class period. All assignments are due during class time.  If I receive a late assignment by 5 PM on the due-date, students will receive a maximum of 50% of the original grade.  No assignments will be accepted after the due-date.

Student Conduct: Clark College has a student code of conduct that all students ought to be aware of.  [On the Clark website, navigate to: Clark College-About Clark-Policies and Procedures-Student code of conduct].

Classroom Behavior: Students engaging in disruptive behaviors during class will be asked to leave the classroom.  Repeated occurrences will lead to dismissal from the course. You may not leave and reenter the classroom during a test or exam so take care of any bathroom needs before tests begin.   

Academic Honesty: Academic honesty is required at all times.  Anyone caught cheating will receive a zero for that particular test/exam/assignment and may be dismissed from the course with a failing grade.  Plagiarism, which is representing another’s work as your own, is considered as cheating and will be dealt with as described.  If you intend to quote someone’s idea or sentence, use quotations or a footnote or a parenthesis to tell me what you are doing.  If you don’t declare where the idea or sentence came from, it looks like copying or plagiarism and you will be held accountable for that.  In addition to helping you to footnote properly, I would be happy to help you become skilled at reading someone’s work then closing the book and developing your own opinion honestly and confidently.


Texting/Cell Phones:  Do not use your phone in class.  
· If you have an important call, leave class then answer the call.  
· If your phone rings in class, turn it off without looking at it or I’ll ask you to leave
· If you are asked to leave, see me before you rejoin class.  I like to meet and talk anytime a conflict arises.

[bookmark: _Hlt91991881]Student Help: Support Services such as Child Care, Student Success Workshops, Tutoring /Writing Center and many more can be accessed online at the Clark College website.  Follow the Quick Links and select the Support and Services tab.  Disability Support Services assist those with disabilities in pursuing their educational goals.  Their phone number is 992-2314.

Requirements:
Lecture Exams: There will be three exams during the quarter plus a Final Exam. The final exam is worth 100 points.  The other exams are worth 75 points.  These are part multiple choice, part short essay, and part identification of mammal specimens.  Be sure your schedule is clear for these exams because they cannot be re-taken if you miss the exam. If you miss an exam, it will be difficult to earn a B in the class.  The final exam will be comprehensive.  Tests will cover material from lecture and material from the readings that I did not discuss in lecture.

Field Log and Species List: You will be required to keep a Field Log of all wild Northwest mammal species that you encounter during the quarter.  This assignment will be explained in detail on a handout that you will receive in class or online. The Field Log is worth 50 points and the associated Species List is worth 10 points. 

Additional Assignments:  I will provide several more sources of information to students (articles to read, movies to watch, animals to see etc).  Students must complete any two of the additional assignments for a maximum of 25 points each.  The total points possible will be 50.  These must be completed as per the time schedule noted in the assignment section.  Detailed explanations of these assignments can be found online.

	
Graded Items
	Points

	3 Tests (3 @ 75 points each)
	225

	Comprehensive Final Exam 
	100

	Field Log 
	50

	Species List 
	10

	Additional assignments 2 @ 25 each 
	50

	Total points (this is tentative and may change)
	435



Your final grade will be calculated based on the following scale:
	92%-100% = A				78%- 79% = C+
	90%- 91% = A-				72%- 77% = C
	88%- 89% = B+				70%- 71% = C-
	82%- 87% = B					60%- 69% = D
	80%- 81% = B-				Below 60% = F








Below is a tentative lecture schedule.  I expect it to change but it serves to reveal the general scope and sequence of this class.

	Week
	Tuesday
	Thursday

	1
Sep 26/28
	Introduction to Organisms, Classification of Species, and Speciation 
	Mammalian Origins, Traits, and Diversity

	2
Oct 3/5 
	Mammalian Origins, Traits, and Diversity

	Infraorder Cetacea

	3
Oct 10/12
	Infraorder Cetacea
	Order Carnivora 
Assignment 1 due; First Field Log due

	4
Oct 17/19
	Exam 1 (Intro/Origins/Cet)

	Order Carnivora

	5
Oct 24/26
	Order Carnivora

	Order Carnivora

	6
Oct 31/Nov2
	Order Carnivora

	Order Lagomorpha
Second Field Log due

	7
Nov 7/9
	Order Lagomorpha
	Exam 2 (Carn/Lag)


	8
Nov 14/16
	Order Rodentia

	Order Rodentia
Assignment 2 due

	9
Nov 21/23
	Order Rodentia
	Thanksgiving Holiday – NO CLASS


	10
Nov 28/30
	Order Artiodactyla

	Order Rodentia/Order Artiodactyla

	11
Dec 5/7
	Order Artiodactyla/Order Chiroptera (if possible)

	Exam 3 (Rod/Art)
Third Field Log due

	Finals
Dec 
	N/A

	FINAL EXAM Thursday, Dec 14 3:00pm





















IN CASES OF EMERGENCIES . . .
 In emergencies (weather, power outage, crisis, etc.), students should do the following:
 
1. Inclement weather or emergency information 
a. Go to www.clark.edu or call 360-992-2000 as your first means of getting information.  The College does send notices to radio and television stations, but the College’s web site and switchboard are the official platforms for the most accurate information. 
2. Immediate emergency communication alert 
a. To receive immediate notice on emergencies, you can register your cell phone number to receive text pages and your email address to receive email messages.  To do this go to www.flashalert.net .  Select “Subscribe” on the left, and follow the instructions.  Mass communication will also be sent to all college employee phones and computers. 
3. Fire Alarm 
a. Evacuate the building through closest exit; evacuation maps are located in the hallways.  Take personal belongings only if it is safe to do so.  Remain at least 50        feet from the building.  Notify other of evacuation.  Do not re-enter building until instructed to do so. 
4. Parking Lot Identifiers 
a. New parking lot identifiers using colors and number have been assigned to all Clark parking lots.  To help emergency or security personnel locate you, please refer to these identifying features. 
5. Security Escort 
a. Security Officers are available for escorts please call 360-992-2133.  Use this service anytime you would otherwise feel uncomfortable. 
6. For information check the web first.  Our website is created by Clark College and therefore less likely to have errors than a news outlet. 
a. Do not have loved ones drive to campus without checking the web. 

