BIOL 140

Explanation of Assignments

1) Field Log—50  Points: (10 points for check one, 20 for check two and 20 for check three).  
You will be required to keep a Field Log of all wild Northwest mammal species that you encounter during the quarter.  Since wild mammals are often elusive, it will take some extra effort on your part to actively seek some species out.  You will need to go on a few field trips of your own (i.e. short hikes and drives) to view mammals.  I will give you some suggestions throughout the quarter but you will need to take the initiative on your own as well.  I suggest you carry your Field Guide (class text, not all organisms are in the text), a pair of binoculars, and a camera in your car with you outside of class time.  Although it can be disheartening, dead animals can give us good looks at native fauna.  You may record road kill or cat prey but captive mammals in zoos or aquariums don’t count.  You may also count signs of mammals such as droppings, tracks, nests, burrows, etc. as long as you can identify what mammal it belongs to with reasonable accuracy.  Keep in mind that many wild mammals struggle to survive and avoid the stress of being seen by potential predators like humans.  Please don’t disturb, chase or attempt to catch or touch any mammal that you encounter whether it is dead or alive.  This is an “observation only” exercise.  I love to see the animals you have been fortunate enough to observe so if it is possible and safe, take a picture of your observations.
Your field log must include the following information for each mammal encountered:

· The log should not be typed—it’s a working document.

· Latin name and common name of mammal

· Date and time seen.

· Location (be specific; include city, county, in a house, on a trail etc.)
· A picture is great 
· Weather conditions

· Behavior of the mammal

· Habitat description (brushy, deep forest, etc)
· Discuss some aspect of the habitat.  Below are two possible discussion topics:
· Share your reasoned opinion about this animal’s threats to survival.  For example, suppose you see a mouse in your barn.  You may write about a paragraph (it could be longer) describing his chance of eating something contaminated or the threat of a house cat.  I want you to view survival from the perspective of the mouse and comment on any threats with special attention to non-natural or anthropogenic threats.  
· Share your reasoned opinion about this animal’s use of the habitat.  Might the animal be searching for food; seeking refuge; resting; en route somewhere, etc.  This may be part of your behavior notes.
· NOTE: This section will be difficult early in the quarter (and I will excuse that) and you will become more proficient at assessing healthy habitat as the quarter goes on.
· Identifying characteristics: How did you identify it; what clues led you to decide which mammal it was?  BE SPECIFIC!
Turn-in Requirements
         Field Log Check Number 1
· 10 points.
· 4 good entries 
· 3 will get you a B. To earn better than the B your entries must be excellent (pictures, good details, etc).  Alternatively, to earn better than a B you would need to have more entries.  Suppose a student found 7 mammals and 4 entries were excellent and earned that student the full 10 points.  I will "save" the remaining 2 entries for the next field log check.
         Field Log Check 2

· 20 points.
· 6 good entries 
         Field log check number 3 

· 20 points 

· 5 entries
        At the end of the term, if you have some good fortune and good effort you may find more than enough animals for an A.  In that case, I will give extra credit for entries with pictures that are in excess of what is required.

         Any extra credit entries must have pictures because I want to reduce any temptation to fudge an entry.

         Maximum EC points will be 5.

Grading the Field Log: Your Field Log points are a function of the quality of entries and the quantity.  Quality is slightly more valuable than quantity but both are important.  High quality work can offset slightly fewer sightings than others in class and can still be A level work.  Conversely, many sightings but poor log entries can result in B or C work.  The two Field Log checks are designed to demonstrate to you what I expect and to give you incentive to be active in collecting sightings early in the term.  [Note: Your Field Log will be a messy affair written in your car, in the rain and in the woods.  That is absolutely fine].  Below is a guide that shows what I consider as I grade your Field Logs:

	Quality of Entries

	High quality

All required information present

Entries are not brief—I’m able to see the student’s thoughtfulness, detail and astute observations

	Average quality

All required information present

Most comments are brief—often less than a sentence

	Low quality

Some missing information

Comments brief

Frequent inaccuracies


Here is what a field log for a coyote sighting might look like (though it should not be typed as this example is):

Coyote
Canis     latrans
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Date: 6 October 
Time: 10:15 PM

Location: Main Street, Washougal

Weather: Overcast, rain 58°

Behavior: Coyote was in a field, head up.  Watching and walking slowly.

Habitat: He was in the middle of a big field—an old cow pasture.  The street was 100 feet away and highway 14 was another 300 feet to the south.  Past the highway is the river and native areas of woods.

Discussion: I would guess that he was hunting rodents in the field.  I hear them howling/barking occasionally late at night.  I’ve seen them walking in the street late at night so this seems to be part of their home area.  I haven’t seen them dead by the city streets but occasionally I’ve seen them dead along highway 14.

There is talk about having that pasture developed into a Fred Meyer store.  That would impact the coyote because it’s his hunting ground.

ID: Couldn’t be a wolf because the range is wrong.  He could have been a domestic dog but I don’t think so—his tail was bushy and he had a wary, alert look that dogs don’t usually have.  The range is right as is the time of day.  Greyish-brown back, large erect ears, long thin legs, lighter chest/belly…
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2) Species List—10 points 

You will submit a typed list (4 points if not typed) of all species encountered during the quarter.  This list is to be taken from your field log.  Mammals should be listed in the order in which they were seen; the first mammal in your field log should also be the first on your species list.  If you have more than one sighting of a species in your field log, you will only write that species once on your species list.  The list should have the species names written in proper scientific format and order.  The Species List (and the related Field Log) is due at the last class period before finals week.  The species List may look something like this:

1. Mephitis mephitis – striped skunk

2. Odocoileus hemionus – mule deer

3. Microtus oregoni – creeping vole

4. …
