Gastropod Identification Resources

· E-reference to slugs and snails thru Evergreen college.  Website:  http://academic.evergreen.edu/projects/ants/tescbiota/mollusc/key/webkey.htm
· Land Snails and Slugs of the Pacific Northwest by Thomas Burke is loaded onto iPads # 1,2,3,4,8,11.  Acces the book through the BlueFire software.  BlueFire software has been added to the iPads so we can read the online book.  If we need a username and password for Bluefire it is this: User Pianopassionmusic2@gmail.com  Pass: T8mif5ah!

· You may check out an online copy of the Land Snails and Slugs book.  This is a Cannell library link:   http://allianceprimo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/CC:clark_alma_summit_primo_central:CP71213178130001451   Once you log in select “get it” and choose “Place Summit Request”.
· Identification tips:
· Note the range on the range maps—if the gastropod is not in our area consider it unlikely.  The map below show our survey area—the Columbia River Gorge; CRG.
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 In this map, the range of this species in far our of the CRG.

· There are more juveniles than adults and juveniles will be difficult to identify.  Be ready for some frustration.

· Use the dichotomous key to identify gastropods (instructions start on page 45, the key starts on pg 47 of Burke’s book).

· On every specimen, make an attempt to identify.  I hope you can narrow it to one or two genera (plural of genus).  We will attempt further identifications in the lab or with outside help.

· Specimens:

· Collect every specimen unless you are sure you know the identity (e.g. banana slug).
· Put the specimen in a container with a little bit of substrate (2 inch square is fine) in the container with the specimen.  Too much substrate makes it messy and hard to find.

· Once you have your specimens, see if you have duplicates.  If you have three of one kind write 3 on the field data sheet and take pictures of just one of the three.  The specimen you retain is the “voucher” specimen and your team will attempt to identify it.
· IF we decide to take specimens back to Clark, take only the voucher and return the duplicates to the field.

· At some sites (e.g. State Parks, we will not take specimens even if we decide as a class to take specimens in other places).

· On the voucher container write in sharpie the “Field Label” (e.g. A, B, etc.)

· IF we decide not to collect specimens then try to identify the specimens,  photograph the specimens and return them close to where you found them.
