Pre-Lab Assignment
Assessing Credibility in Websites (8 pts)
Note:  Part of this assignment is to be completed BEFORE lab next week.  Bring this worksheet to our next lab  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Objective:  To evaluate websites for their credibility and usefulness/applicability for the PAP research.  
Activity:  
1) Using some broad search terms for the environmental impacts of whatever project you are pursuing as part of your PAP, search the web to see what type of websites have information pertaining to your topic.  As you explore a website, use the web evaluation form  (pgs.3-4) to determine whether you think the website is CREDIBLE, NOT CREDIBLE or QUESTIONABLE.   In order to save paper, print only 1 web evaluation form but use different color pens or pencils for each of your 3 sources.  
Questionable websites are those that look good to you (i.e. have a lot of information on your topic in an easily readable format) but that you are not sure about even after completing the evaluation process.  
2) Fill out the Table (pg. 2) and the Web Evaluation Worksheet (pgs. 3-4) and bring to lab with you next week.  This is worth ½ of your participation points, since your lab participation depends on your pre-lab work.  

3) We will evaluate some of these sites in lab and you will then re-assess the accuracy of your original evaluations using the information covered in class.  You will then fill in the second part of the box on your table (pg 2).  







Name_____________________________________________________________________
Biology 101: Finding Credible Scientific Resources
Find one website that you deem CREDIBLE, one that you believe is NOT CREDIBLE and one that is QUESTIONABLE.  Use the evaluation criteria (next page) for each website you find.  Note:  This pre-assignment is part (8 pts) of your lab participation points for the lab.  
1.  Complete the highlighted portions of this grid prior to lab (you can just print out one sheet with all 3 website addresses, provided you evaluate each website using criteria on the next two pages: 

	Complete sections in Yellow prior to lab 
	URL:  type or write the following http: address here
	Website     “owner”

 
	Circle one of the following options towards the end of the library portion of lab

THIS SECTION GETS DONE IN LAB!

	Credible
	
	

	Stays Credible
	Drops to Not Credible

	Questionable
	
	
	Moves to Credible
	Moves to Not Credible

	Not Credible
	
	
	Moves to Credible
	


1. If your QUESTIONABLE website moves to NOT CREDIBLE and you have the time, find a CREDIBLE website during lab and record the URL here:  

_____________________________________________________ Who is the website “owner?”







Note:  In order to save paper, just print out one copy and use different color pens or pencils for each website.

3) Evaluation Criteria		 Questions to ask yourself: 

Is this site a personal site? (hint: look in the URL for ~, users, members, people, etc.)
 Yes                         No                             Uncertain
WHO is responsible for the site?
Is there an individual author? 
 Yes, the author’s name is: _____________________          	 No author
If there is no“author” is there a sponsoring association or organization? 
 Name: _____________________ 	
Can you locate credentials for the author/association/organization?
 Yes, there are credentials                          I cannot find credentials
List:_____________________________________________
WHAT type of site is it? (What is the domain?)  Does it matter?
 .edu = educational			 .net = network/utilities
 .org = organization			 .mil = military
 .gov = government			 .com = commercial

WHEN was the site created or updated? 
 Date: __________ (Caution: if the date is today’s date, it is likely an automated dater!)
 No date

WHERE can you find more information?
Is there an email address?
 Yes: ______________________                               No email address

Is there contact information other than an e-mail address? 
 Yes, there’s a phone number and/or street address
 No, there is no additional contact information

Is there documentation (like a bibliography) for factual statements, assertions and 
second-hand information? 
 Yes, there are citations for sources
 No, there is no clue as to the source of the information on the site.

WHY was this site created? Is the goal to:
 Sell?             		 Advocate an agenda? 
 Persuade?    		 Inform?
Do advertisements (if any) relate to the site?  How?______________________

Bottom Line:  Ask yourself is this site academic?  Scientific? Do I trust this site? Why? Why not?

